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Sermon Reflections    

Gratefully Broken by a Holy God  (Isaiah 6:1-13)  

Summary: Let a view of the Holy glorious God wholly break you down, that His undeserved  
mercy would sustain you with gratitude throughout hardship. 

 

The three stages when God tears us down to build us up in Christ alone: 
 

1.   The Coming of the Holy God (vv. 1-4) 

 God gives a view of Himself to humble us. Read Isaiah 6:1-4 slowly.  Consider the awe of what Isaiah 

was seeing. Would you be terrified in such a presence?  Are there times where you get such a big view 

of God that you see yourself as small?  What has He used to draw you to such a view (for example:  His 

Word, fellowship, prayer, corporate worship, ministry)?  Consider a specific instance.  Share it with 

someone. 

 Israel had just lost King Uzziah who was their protector.  Isaiah uses the word Adonai as Lord in 6:1 

establishing that the true master and protector is still on the throne.   Do you turn to the throne when 

your hope in any earthly deliverer is shaken?  How do you encourage others at these times? 

 The use of “Holy, Holy, Holy” in this passage is the only attribute of God mentioned in triplicate in the 

Bible.  The distinction between God and man is clear.  What is the impact on you when you consider 

God as set apart?  What is the personal implication of being holy as He is holy? (1 Peter 1:16) 

2.   The Cleansing of the Humbled Sinner (vv. 5-7) 

 Compared to God’s greatness, Isaiah is undone.  The result is a loud wailing before God.  Isaiah is not being 

compared to men but to God.  Humility is the natural state before the “Holy, Holy, Holy” God.   What, or who, do 

you compare yourself to?  Is God the standard you use or is it others?  The result? 

 The sin that Isaiah points out is the filthiness of the lips, both of himself and of Israel.   Consider what 

you say.  (Matthew 15:18-20) What does what you say indicate about what you believe (your heart)? 

 Isaiah recognizes that he has sinned against his King and Judge, who is able to destroy him.  When the 

angel with the hot coal flew toward him, did he see wrath and judgment coming?  When confronted 

with your sin do you expect wrath and judgment?  Isaiah’s sin was atoned for by the work of the altar.  

Do you trust in the work of God through the cross or expect wrath and judgment?   

3.   The Commission for a Hard Ministry (vv. 8-13) 

 If Isaiah had known the mission, preaching to dull hearts, would he have volunteered for it?  He would do it 

anyway as he knew what God had done for him.  Would you go to a people that will not listen to you (a difficult 

person)?   Do you?  Are you motivated to serve out of fear or gratitude?   

 Israel trusted in “religious” work but God wanted their heart. (Isaiah 1:10-17)  How do you stay 

sensitive to the whole Word of God?  Do you apply warnings to someone else and not to yourself?  

(“He should hear this.” “I hope she is listening.”) 

 How is God enough for you when He strips things out of your life?  How is His glory through the cross 

sustaining you? 


