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Sermon Reflections 

Word-Driven, Gospel-Centered Worship: We Read and Preach the Bible (1-2 Timothy) 

Summary: As we gather for corporate worship, we must read the Bible and preach the Bible, so as to 
obey God’s Word, to train believers to be more like Christ, and to lift up Christ’s gracious 
gospel. 

1.   Our Task: We Must Read, Preach, and Teach (1 Timothy 4:11-16) 

 One qualification of church elders in 1 Timothy 3:2 is being skilled in teaching.  1 Timothy 4:11 

commands that the Word be taught authoritatively.  How can you encourage Grace elders and 

membership to better foster an atmosphere of Scriptural teaching and exhortation? 

 Paul instructed Timothy to be devoted to public reading of Scripture.  What does the Bible say that 

hearing the Word read publicly will do in your life and in the whole church body?  How should you 

prepare ahead of time to hear Scripture’s public reading during church service, and what should you be 

doing while listening? 

 In 1 Timothy 4:16, we see teaching is a God-ordained “means of grace” in the salvation process.  What 

are the various “means of grace” God has provided to the church, and how do each of those means 

show God’s Word to the recipients?  How does the Word enable the people to use those means (e.g., 

the preacher can fill the sermon with Scriptural content instead of worldly philosophy)? 

 If the Word is not clearly, fully, and correctly preached, what will be the effect on people and the entire 

church?  How have you seen this impact churches you know, or play out in church history? 

2.   Our Text: We Must Read and Preach the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16 - 4:5) 

 Books, recorded sermons, YouTube, etc., can be helpful in making us more broadly knowledgeable and 

also deeper in the Scriptures in ways we may not otherwise pursue (e.g., giving us new things to 

consider or questions to ask about the text, which we miss in superficial reading).  However, they can 

also distract from really looking at the text closely.  How can we make best use of these blessings of 

God, without losing focus on the Bible text itself or distorting its meaning?  How can God use them to 

keep us from memorizing Scripture, meditating, or praying without understanding? 

 How can you help your brothers and sisters at Grace to “let the word of Christ dwell in” them more 

richly (Colossians 3:15)?  What will be the effect in their lives?  Does Col 3:1-4:1 provide any clues? 

3.   Our Topic: We Must Preach and Teach the Gospel of Christ (2 Timothy 3:14-15) 

 Our lives’ theme must be Christ’s Gospel.  This message is central to all of Scripture.  For people 

already saved, what does the Gospel indispensably do in their life and walk?  How can you better see 

Christ everywhere in Scripture without reading your own thoughts/imagination into the text? 

 Romans 10:14 says an actual spoken Gospel message is essential to someone’s salvation.  As you start 

the new year, what are specific actions you can take to more often speak the Gospel message to 

people who are in churches where the Gospel is not clearly taught?  Select a few and implement. 


