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Sermon Reflections 

Word Driven Gospel Centered Worship - We see the Gospel in Baptism (Romans 6:1-11) 
 

Summary: In Baptism we see, declare, and remember what it means that we are united to Christ by 
faith – namely that His death counts for us and His life counts for us, so that we are 
spiritually alive. 

 

1.   Why We Baptize: The Bible Commands us (Matthew 28:19-20) 

 The risen Jesus declares that He has all authority.  He said that we make disciples by baptizing and 

teaching.   Making disciples is a life long journey but starts with baptism.  As One with all authority 

His call to baptism is a call to obedience, first in baptism and then through life.   

 Baptism is commanded. It is not an option.  Have you treated it as optional? How?  How will seeing 

baptism as an act of obedience influence what you do now?  Or what you say to others? 

 

2.   Who, How, and When to Baptize: We Baptize Converted Confessors by Immersion (Acts) 

 It is the one who repents and believes that is baptized.  (Acts 2:37-38)  When hearing the gospel it 

cut to their heart and they asked “What shall we do?” Peter’s response was to “repent and be 

baptized.”  We baptize by immersion.  Baptism means to immerse or dip or submerge.  In Acts 8:36 

the Ethiopian waited to ask to be baptized until he saw water. They went in and came out.  (Acts 

10:44)   Historically baptism takes place at the point where there is evidence of conversion.  

 When do we baptize?   Why wait?  What is the significance of baptism by immersion?   What does 

baptism by immersion symbolize?  What would you consider as evidence of conversion?  How do 

baptisms encourage you in your faith?  How do you encourage a new convert to share through 

baptism what God has done in their life? 

 

3.   What Baptism Means: Baptism Pictures Our Union with Christ’s Gospel (Romans 6:1-11) 

 We have been baptized into Christ and baptized into death.  We can’t keep sinning because we 

have died to it.  (Romans 6:1)  Yet sin’s pull is still strong.  Baptizing is showing that His death 

counts for us when we came to faith and we were baptized as evidence.  Water signifies God’s 

judgment and coming out of the water signifies life.  The truth governs our identity. 

 As those baptized into Christ’s death and life we are no longer slaves to sin.  What sin do you 

wrestle with often?  How can identifying with Christ in baptism help you with this struggle?  What 

can you do practically to utilize this truth, your identity with Christ, in the midst of the struggle? 


