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Sermon Reflections 

Even Hypocrites Need Mercy  (Jonah 1:17 – 2:10) 
 

Summary: The more you realize how merciful and gracious His rescue, the more you will 
abound in thankful, obedient devotion. 

 

Pastor Zaman quoted Greg Bahnsen as saying that the greatest argument against Christianity is 
hypocrisy. Do you agree? Why? Can you give examples?  

 What is the root of hypocrisy in the church and you? What do we need to see in order to 
understand the significance of God's grace in our life? 

1.   A gracious rescue for a religious rebel (Jonah 1:17) 

 What is the hypocrisy of Jonah's declaration to the mariners in Jonah 1:9? 

 Is there hypocrisy in your declaration of faith to your friends, family, co-workers? 

 Jonah's hypocrisy placed the mariners in great peril. Into what peril might your hypocrisy place 
your acquaintances? 

A. And the Lord appointed a great fish... 
o What is the significance of that statement? 
o Why did God rescue Jonah or save you? What two attributes of God does this demonstrate? 

B. How does Jonah's rescue anticipate Christ? 

2.   A desperate request for a needed rescue (Jonah 2:1-6) 

 Describe the two parts of Jonah’s prayer. Why did it take so long for Jonah to turn to the Lord? 
What precipitated this prayer? 

 Is God required to answer our prayers of desperation? It is good to cry to the Lord in desperate 
times, but what is better? 

 What comfort is there in the knowledge that the Lord is ultimately responsible for all of your life’s 
situations? 

 We are never likely to face the perils Jonah faced, yet how does his experience portray every 
believer's condition? (Ephesians 2) 

3.   A thankful response of praise and repentance (Jonah 2:7-10) 

 Why do we often need to ‘hit bottom’ before we reach out to God? Can you think of an example in 
your life? 

 What are, and how do the vain idols of life prevent belief and turn away God’s steadfast love? 

 What was Jonah’s proper response to his rescue? Are there vows a Christian must complete in 
response to his salvation? 

 What is the central truth that changed Jonah’s attitude? (Jonah 2:9) 

*Where do you see yourself in the Jonah narrative thus far? Are you awaiting God's instructions? Running 
from Him? In the storm?  In the raging sea?  In the belly of the fish? Rescued?  Ready to obey? Are you a 
mariner on the ship looking to be saved? 

*How will/should you respond to your present situation? 


