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Sermon Reflections    

Comfort in Evil’s Heyday (Part 1)    Nahum 1:1-15 

Summary:  When the evil is winning, keep the faith and hold on. Comfort will come. 

 

Three Reasons for Comfort 

1. (We Know) Who the LORD Is: He is a Passionate, Avenging, and Powerful God (vv. 1-6) 

A. Nahum Means Comfort (v. 1) 

 Jonah and Micah both describe God’s displeasure with the people of Ninevah, yet they emphasize 

different parts of God’s character. Without both, the picture is incomplete. Due to the natural 

inclination to dwell on and teach the more “positive” character traits of God (e.g. mercy), what are 

some ways in which you can ensure that His other attributes (e.g. wrath) are equally heralded?  

 What are some other attributes of God seen in Scripture that are less frequently proclaimed?  

 

B. The LORD Is an Avenging God (vv. 2-3a)  

 In v. 2, the LORD is described as jealous. Exodus 20:5 and 34:14 also describe God as jealous. Are 

we also called to be jealous? If so, in what ways? If not, why? What gives a holy God the right to be 

jealous? What is the object of God’s jealousy? What are some ways in which the (right) jealousy of 

a husband or wife is a good illustration of God’s jealousy? 

 How many times is a form of the word “avenge” used in v. 2? In the Bible (especially the Old 

Testament), repetition is typically indicative of strong emphasis. Why might it be important to 

begin the book with a strong emphasis on the vengeance of God? How does this differ from the 

message Jonah ultimately preached to Ninevah? What kind of God would the LORD be if He was 

not an avenging God? Should we imitate the vengeance of God? 

 According to v. 2, for whom is God’s vengeance and wrath reserved? Who are the enemies of God? 

How does one become reconciled to God? (See Romans 5:8-11) 

 God is slow to anger (v. 3a). How do the LORD’s patience and just wrath work together? How do we 

see each of these with God’s treatment of Ninevah in Jonah and Nahum? 

 

C. No One Can Stand Before the LORD (vv. 3b-6)  

 The LORD is great in power (v. 3a). Some of the ways His power is demonstrated: through storms 

(v. 3), miraculous power over creation (v. 4), and earthquakes (v. 5). To the enemy of God, is there 

anything more daunting than the jealous and avenging God who also controls natural disasters? To 

the believer, can this actually be a source of comfort?  

 Verse 6 implies that none can stand before God’s indignation and anger. What gives believers 

confidence to stand before God? How is the wrath of God satisfied against the sin of believers? Is 

the wrath of God looming for present-day unbelievers as much as it was for Ninevah? Does this 

compel you to share the Gospel? How much? 


