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Sermon Reflections 

Unashamed of Stronger Grace (2 Timothy 1:8-18) 
 

Summary:  Don’t shrink back from Christ or His people when the going gets tough. Be unashamed. 
 

1. Grace to Save You (vv. 8-10) 

 Paul begins verse 8 with “therefore.”  When reflecting back on the previous verses of this chapter 

and the context of this letter to Timothy, why do you think this word “therefore” is significant? 

What are Paul’s clear exhortations in verse 8? Paul exhorts Timothy to an “unashamed shared 

suffering” … for what? Why do you think your answer is so important to remember as a reason and 

purpose to our sufferings? According to the verse, do we suffer alone? 

 Paul reminds Timothy in v. 9 of the God who “saved us.”  What are we, as believers, “saved” from 

and how does this act of God relate to the “holy calling” Paul speaks of later in the verse? Based on 

the context of the verse, how are we sustained in this “holy calling” and when and by whom was 

this calling given to us? As you think on your answer(s), what thoughts come to your mind when 

considering your own struggles with suffering and trials – especially when you think on verse 10 

and the abolishment of death and the immortal life to come. 

2.   Faithfulness to Keep You (vv. 11-14) 

 Read verse 11. When reflecting on your chosen career or other vocation, did Paul consider his 

apostleship his “chosen” career? If not, why? (Hint: consider the differences between “chosen” and 

“appointed.”) When considering why Paul had peace in difficult circumstances, how can this be of 

incredible encouragement to us and our trials and struggles?  

 The object of belief was so important for Paul (v. 12), leading to a complete trust in the plan God 

had for him despite his current imprisonment and possible death. What future event is Paul’s hope 

directed toward in v. 12? Whom is he relying on to guard this unbreakable relationship until this 

event occurs? Paul’s exhortation in 1:13-14 is a charge from Apostle to disciple to “follow my 

teaching.”  Have you ever had this kind of relationship with another believer? If not, should you? 

3.   Examples to Guide You (vv. 15-18) 

 Not all of those close to Paul had abandoned him in shame when he was imprisoned for the Gospel 

(vv. 15-16). Reflecting on your own walk of faith, have there ever been times of shame or fear that 

you have been confronted or overcome with? How can the example of Onesiphorus in vv. 17-18 be 

an encouragement to us?  

 Paul mentions the Day of the Lord once again in verse 18. Prayerfully consider how the actions of 

Onesiphorus might be helpful in directing our hopes and desires away from a sinful world and to 

Christ’s eternal kingdom to come.   


