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Sermon Reflections 

Finding the Faithful: The Petition, Perspective, and Position of the Faithful (Luke 18:1-17) 

 

Summary:  Luke 18 follows a context from Luke 17 where Jesus tells His disciples to persevere in 
seeking Him in the midst of a world that will become increasingly deceptive, hedonistic, 
ambivalent toward God, and hostile to His followers.  Jesus gives us several illustrations and 
instructions to help us persevere in faith. 

 

1.   The Petition of the Faithful (Luke 18:1-8) 

 Jesus wants us to ALWAYS pray and not lose heart.  He gives several reasons for not losing heart in 

our prayers, all rooted in the character of God.  What is it about God that should encourage us to 

persevere? 

 Sometimes is does seem as if God is “delaying long” over our desperate needs and prayers.  While 

we cannot know all the wisdom involved in His timing, what might He be doing inside our hearts, 

and outside in the people and circumstances of our lives, while we are waiting and suffering?  

 What do you believe the Lord would have you to do to persevere in prayer and in faith in the midst 

of your trials?  Will He find you waiting on Him and looking to Him when He comes?  

 

2.   The Perspective of the Faithful (Luke 18:9-14) 

 How did the Pharisee close himself off from the help and blessing of God’s grace?  How did the tax 

collector avail himself of the grace of God?   

 Augustine wrote: "There is something in humility which, strangely enough, exalts the heart, and 

something in pride which debases it. This seems, indeed, to be contradictory, that loftiness should 

debase and lowliness exalt. But pious humility enables us to submit to what is above us; and 

nothing is more exalted above us than God; and therefore humility, by making us subject to God, 

exalts us." --De Civ. Dei, xiv. sec. 13.  What are some specific areas of pride that remain in your 

heart?  Will you pray that God would reveal them to you?  How can you cultivate humility in your 

own prayers?  God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.  (James 4:6) 

 

3.   The Position of the Faithful (Luke 18: 15-17) 

 How do children model a kind of faith that we should imitate in our walk with Christ? 

 What does it mean for you to “receive the kingdom of God like a child” in your day-to-day life? 


