
Grace Bible Church Sermon Reflections 2019_07_14 

Sermon Reflections The Sufficient and Satisfying Word (2 Timothy 3:14-17) 
 

Summary: Renew your allegiance to and your interest in the all-satisfying Word of God. 

1. Salvation is found in the Word (2 Timothy 3:14-15) 

 Thomas Jefferson took from a Bible only portions that he thought accorded with human reason. While 

we typically do not take such drastic action on God’s Word, which sections or genres of Scripture are 

you most tempted to skip, skim read, or not deeply learn and meditate on? Why do you think you are 

so tempted? How are your temptations and Jefferson’s similar and different? 

 Paul encouraged Timothy not to give up in the face of rising persecution, because of who taught him 

the gospel, and because of the character of God’s Word. What kinds of persecutions do believers 

everywhere in the world face, which ones do you face, and, for each persecution you listed, why might 

someone be tempted to give up in their walk and faith? How can you apply Paul’s encouragements to 

Timothy to each of these temptations? If a copy of the Bible is not available (or is ignored), what will a 

believer’s faith look like in the face of temptation and/or persecution? 

 Timothy learned the Old Testament (OT) as a child, where Christ is clearly revealed. List several ways 

that Christ is revealed in the OT, in addition to those in the sermon. Have you heard someone “find” 

Christ in unconvincing ways? Why was it unconvincing? How do you test such claims? 

 Explain the complete gospel using only OT references. Which specific passages are particularly apropos 

to illustration for children? For people from other cultures? For different age-groups? How do you use 

the OT to develop your theology, as well as the New Testament? How do you explain what a Christian 

looks like, only from the OT? Can you do these things using only one genre of the OT? 

2. Change is done by the Word (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

 God’s Word not only saves, it sanctifies. Thinking about God’s words, captured in the Bible, as being 

sourced in Him, what is the relationship between God’s character and His words? Enumerate some of 

His attributes and explain how each, channeled through His Word, works in believers. 

 Explain to an imaginary unbeliever what the Bible is, why you believe it, and how we received it. State 

questions that come to mind of what an unbeliever might dispute. How do you answer each? 

 Why do we want to hear God’s words/messages elsewhere, when that is what the Bible provides? 

What are ways you can be tempted to listen to sources of ultimate truth outside the Bible? What role 

do Christian books, blogs, podcasts, YouTube videos, sermons, conferences, etc., play to grow a 

disciple of Christ? Where do they end up supplanting Scripture? How can you shepherd a new believer 

to avoid such pitfalls and still use these means that God has graciously provided for their growth? 

 To which areas in life are you struggling to apply the Bible? Scripture addresses all areas of life—not 

only faith, but also auto repairs, plumbing, dentistry, medicine, psychiatry, work, ethics, child rearing, 

investing -- (name your own). How does it address each (give specific answers for each)? 

 How often are you convicted when you do your daily Bible study? No matter which combination of 
methods you use to get into the breadth and depth of God’s Word (reading, memorizing, listening, 
reading commentaries/devotionals, etc.), list ways it has been changing your thoughts, attitudes, and 
behavior. As you grow in your knowledge of the Bible, how do you constantly stay humble as you 
approach it each day? Biblically, what does someone look like who trembles (Isaiah 66:2) at God’s 
Word? 


