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Sermon Reflections  
The Price Is Right: Jesus Is Worthy of Humble, Costly Worship (John 11:45 – 12:11) 
 

Introduction 

Why is it important to examine your heart? (Proverbs 4:23, Matthew 5:18) 
What is your “Why” — spiritually speaking?  How is your heart manifested in everyday activities? 
Can you think of a situation where your heart for Christ was manifested regardless of adverse 
consequences?   John Piper wrote; “It is a beautiful thing when the worth of Jesus and the love of His 
followers match.” What does he mean? 
 

1. Ugly Fruit of an Unbelieving Heart  

FEAR OF MAN (11:45-48) 

 Why did some who witnessed Lazarus' resurrection run and tell the religious leaders? 

 How and why can fear of man affect your Christian walk? 

 

FLAGRANT SIN (11:49 – 54, 12:9-11) 

 How do these verses reflect the flagrant sin of the religious leaders? What was that sin? 

 How do these verses display God's sovereignty? 

 Is there flagrant sin in your life that prevents you from seeing Jesus as He truly is? 

 

FALSE RELIGION (11:55-57) 

 The Jews were looking for Jesus yet failed to see who He really was. Why? 

 Do you see this same attitude today? 

 How would you identify any aspects of false religion in your Christianity? 
 

2.   Fragrant Fruit of a Believing Heart  

COSTLY SACRIFICE 

 What did it cost Mary to anoint Jesus? 

 Why did Mary anoint Jesus? 
HUMBLE SERVICE 

 How did Mary show humility? 

 What is most difficult for you to sacrifice? Money, popularity, social status, time, … others? 
LOVING WORSHIP 

 What was the significance of Mary’s anointing of Jesus? 

 What heart attitude did her actions express? 

 Why do you suppose Jesus chose to memorialize this act of Mary in the Gospel? (Mark 14: 9) 
 
Conclusion     (bottom quote from John Piper) 

What does extravagant love for Christ look like? 

Have you ever made a sacrifice of extravagant love for Jesus? 

How can you grow in an extravagant love for Jesus in your heart that will lead to extravagant genuine 
worship of Him?  (Rom 5:10, 1 Peter 1:18-19, Col 2:13-14, Rom 6:20-21, Col 3:2) 

True worship is based on a right understanding of God's nature, and it is a right valuing of God's worth. 


