
Grace Bible Church Sermon Reflections 2019_07_28 

Sermon Reflections    

Spreading the Fame of the Name (3 John 1-15)  

Guest Teacher: Jeremy Pittsley, missionary serving in Nairobi, Kenya 

Summary:  We love heroes, but the work of ministry is not just for ‘heroes,’ the ‘great,’ or the 
‘body’ – but a mission each of us must own ourselves. 

 

The Bible characters were human and the early church faced the same struggles we face. 

 

THREE WAYS TO SPREAD THE FAME: 
 

1. Prioritize Perseverance (vv. 1-4) 

 What are the words John used that reveal his affection for Gaius? In what ways can you express 

your affection for the believers in your life?                                                 

 This is a letter of encouragement and commendation. Every one of us needs encouragement. Who 

has God put in your life and what means can you use to encourage them? 

 Read 1 John 2:18-23 and talk about the situation and why John saw a need to write this letter. 

 What was John’s greatest joy? (v. 3) Are you walking in the truth? What means can you use to help 

you continually walk in the truth? How can you help others do so? What resources can you use to 

help yourself and others? 

 

2. Pursue Partnerships (vv. 5-8) 

 Jeremy Pittsley mentioned three ways we can worship God by serving: hospitality, proclamation, 

and cooperation. How can you practice these?  

 In what ways do you reach out and show hospitality? How can you sacrifice for the good of others? 

 In what ways (words and actions) do you proclaim the character and reputation of God?  

 What are some reasons God calls us to work as partners/co-workers? 

 
3. Put Pride to Death (vv. 9-15) 

 Verse 11 is a clear statement of what to do and what not to do and why. Read vv. 9-10 and talk 

about how Diotrephes did harm to the church. In other words, what attitudes and actions must we 

avoid? 

  In v. 12 we see Demetrius is an example for us to follow. Name and discuss some traits becoming 

a member of a local assembly. 

 Jeremy said many missionaries struggle to cooperate, thinking they can handle the work 

themselves and do not need a team. In what ways might that be true in your life? Are you quick to 

ask for help? Quick to humbly offer help? How can you better serve as a partner in spreading the 

fame of the name? 

 

https://www.esv.org/3+John/

