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Sermon Reflections    

What You Want vs. What You Need to Hear (2 Timothy 4:1-4) 

Summary:  The faithful Church must unswervingly preach Christ’s Word.  
 

Paul provides three preparations for the faithful, word-driven Church, to hold fast and hold us faithful. 

 

1. Reckon with Our King’s Coming Reckoning (v. 1) 

 The theologian Jonathan Edwards lived by some 70 Resolutions and a number of these 

considered his future death: “17. Resolved, that I will live so as I shall wish I had done when I 

come to die.” Why was that a good thing to do?  How could that impact your life now if you did 

that?  What would have to change in your life if you really tried to live in this light?  

 Rick spoke of the fine linen (righteous deeds of the Saints) as the way the church adorns herself 

for her coming groom, King Jesus.  Do you look at life this way? What are your righteous 

deeds?  How could you work to improve this? 

 

2. Ready Yourself Always to Preach the Word (v. 2) 

 What should we emphasize in church life — some niche message or topic? Examples:  We’re 

the ___________ church, or, we’re the ___________ church.  Why could this be so deadly? 

 Rick Warren was quoted in the sermon saying, “Simply thinking through the needs of the 

audience will help determine God’s will for the message.”  What are the needs of the people in 

our congregation?  Is that how we determine the texts/topics for preaching and teaching? 

 How does this command to “Preach the Word” speak to the responsibility of the congregation?  

What are steps you can take as an individual to ensure the preaching of the Word among our 

members?  

 

3. Realize the Tendency to Drift from the Word (vv. 3-4) 

 Discuss the example of former pastor Joshua Harris, referenced in the introduction. What 

myths tempt you to swerve from the truth? 

 Holding to the truth in this contentious age is hard. It would be so much easier to join the 

world and be on “the right side of history.”  But what is the great risk in this? That would lead 

you away from LIFE and toward DEATH.  Can you see how that might happen?  

 How do we avoid falling into these traps?  Simple, PREACH the Word! List, at least one way you 

can better preach the gospel words to yourself. How might you help your Fellowship Group 

members be ever reminded of the Word, and hold to the truth?  


