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Sermon Reflections    

How to Finish Well (2 Timothy 4:5-8) 

Summary:  Finish the race well by way of faithful service to Christ.  
 

 

1. Get your mind ready to run to the finish (v. 5). 

 ‘Be sober’ (other versions: sober-minded, self-controlled, keep your head) can be defined as 

being calm and collected in spirit, temperate, dispassionate, circumspect. How can being sober 

help you as you think about ministry? What would it look like to be the opposite of sober-

minded? How can you remain both sober-minded and passionate about God and His gospel?  

 Enduring suffering has been a recurring theme in 2 Timothy. Paul invited Timothy to share in 

suffering for the gospel (1:8, 2:3). In what way are you or Christians around you suffering for 

the gospel? What does it look like to endure suffering like this? Can it be accepted, or even 

embraced? 

 Paul told Timothy to do the work of an evangelist and fulfill his ministry. We, as God’s people, 

are all called to minister (Eph 4:11-12). In your current season of life, how are you fulfilling your 

ministry? In what ways are you ministering? 

 

2. Prepare to pour yourself out for the finish (vv. 6-7). 

 Paul recognized he was at the end of his earthly ministry. How do you envision pursuing 

ministry to completion?  

 Are you preparing others to minister in your place?  

 Prepare a “vision statement” for ministry, including what it will look like to minister to the end 

of your life.  

 

 

3. Set your hope on the prize at the finish (v. 8). 

 Paul looked forward to the blessings to come - “the crown of righteousness” - confident in the 

righteous Judge, our heavenly Father. How can the thought of our future glory - eternal life 

with Christ - help us to persevere in ministry now (be sober, endure suffering, fulfill your 

ministry)?  

 How can it motivate us to minister now?  How can we cultivate a growing love for the return of 

Jesus? 

 

 

 

 


