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Sermon Reflections 

Stand by Me (2 Timothy 4:9-22) 

Summary: Stand by your brothers and sisters in Christ, as Christ stands with you until the 
glorious Last Day.  

 

1.   Be there for one another (2 Tim 4:9-15) 

 It’s hard to imagine a more stressful situation currently besetting the Apostle Paul. As such, he is 

reaching out to his beloved son in the faith, Timothy, for help. Based on what we know from 

Scripture, their relationship was anchored in their shared love of Christ. Describe any similar – if 

any – relationships that you have now and what characteristics (in light of vv. 9-15) make it similar 

to Paul and Timothy’s?   

 In v. 10, Paul was abandoned by Demas. Have you ever felt or been abandoned during a particular 

trial? Was it in any way related to “a love of this present world” (i.e., temptations via the flesh, the 

devil and the world)? Was there a reconciliation and repentance later on?  If not, there is hope: 

reflect on how the division that occurred between Mark and Paul in Acts 15:38 ended with Mark 

becoming a useful partner in ministry. How might this be an encouragement? 

 By contrast in v. 11, Luke alone remained with Paul. Using a concordance, where else in the NT is 

Luke written about? Based on what you find, who is he? How is he described, and what kind of 

person is Luke? Would it be appropriate to say that he was there for Paul? 

 

2.   Be gracious toward one another (2 Tim 4:16-22) 

 Verse 16 may indicate an appearance by Paul in a Roman court of law. If so, he states that he 

“stood alone” …  but not completely …  Who was with him and Who gets the credit for 

strengthening Paul in his abandonment? 

 Imprisoned and possibly facing execution, what is Paul’s attitude toward those who had 

abandoned him in verse 16? Examining your own heart, would this be your attitude under the 

same circumstances? 

 Faced with the brevity of life (James 4:14) and the certainty of death, how should Paul’s hope-filled 

outlook in verses 4:17-18 be our hope-filled goal in life as we battle sin and life’s trials? 

(James 4:13-14) “Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and 
spend a year there and trade and make a profit’ – yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is 
your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes.” 


